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1% A Vie If the Dire err 017 Writes 
 LerTER he traces this expectation from that /time't 
2 VE the very age of of the prop Hts themſelves- He 
Tr bil no 4 as to thew, that to ſuppe 
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cies,” * ah eohicern' the Meſnah, Or Wi 
he produceth twelve, Which be Particult 

eonfiders'; and he proves with great Evideiics 
that they were applied by khe antient Fray 


the Meſfiah, and tha it appeareth from il 
prophecies themſelves, that they could not bt 
applied to any other. He then göes Oh 


new, that Hefides theſe, there were typical pfd 
Phecies to the fame effect, and which Were . 

ended ts be applied to the 'Meſtiah!”' TB a 
thor of the : Grounds, &. had eve ry Whete fg. 
preſented typical prophecies, 28 "as fignifying u 
more than tat they were aft aſtel war 4 tisd/th 
an allegorical ſenſe, and had afſerted, that thi 
appear not the leaſt traces of 'a't Pical integer 
de nr the Ot Teſtament 
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7 Hors than. that” ſornethi 45 anſweredd 
both caſes, or that there W fuitablenefe n 
the cauſe or circil nſtances of 'one event to the 
other: and he ſhews, that the fame 
TROY 'continneth among the Je 
Neidio to the allegoric v 
Bet; 91 it Was chief] in condeſcenſion 
the Jeb Chtiſtians t 81 Paul ar all uſed i 
but that nothing can ber d Falſe and dil. 
ingennds than to pretend that he nevet uſt 
any othet way of reaſoning than this. «Finally, 
KE chintes it thay be allowed, chat 'confidleting 
the Muftflony” atteſtations given to Ohr Saviour 
Which plainly 78 ob that he was a tencher ſent 
Front Oba,” is interpretation ef the proph&tin 
if 10 he aegtieferd in: Feder * 
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1 che R ent 11 4.977 OJ 2 
f ger w nechte earned author of the ſame 
name with che biſhop, Mt. Sammef C hund, 
Be Alſo diftiigi ſhed himſelf on this's 
ity a bock tied, A Vinticution 6f thb Chr. q 
Religion, pu liſhed in 1726, 899.) In br er 
mei part of that work, he hath a diſcourſe 
the nature and uſe of tnivitles in whichp after | 
Having frated'the'tnic notion of à miracle uh 
£ 2 the characters that qa aan _ 
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racles of our Saviour, and ms that as they. ys — 
gere e kl dns ilk Were convincing "> 


3s very abla Fry 
done; that the Old Teltamene ; is the Ile canon 
f Chriſtians, he clearly evinceth, Eau! 7 05 
of thoſe prophecies had a farther referen I 
to the times when they were firſt ele 
JA that they contain a deſcripti 1 n of 
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Meth, 10 ary. may ring BR to h is a4 
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liyered.3 tand that this: double ſenſe of the pro- 
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tion and ally 10 72 755 | 
the texts produced as. rophecics. | 
of the Graun, are of i is kind. To th ele way | | 
dded, an ingenious 1 intitled, 97.255 = 
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* Dr. Thomas Sher 2, now biber of Lean 


regular ſeries of gi" e is deduced through 
the; ſeveral. ages from tlie beginning, anfl it 


great uſefi 5 ſhewn. The various dex res of 
light are diſtinctly marked out, w were 
Lucerne. — in ſuch a 
as to anſwer the great ends of isi 
the deſigns of . till thoſe greatlevents 
to hich they were intended to be ſuhſervient 
ſhould receivg their accompliſhment. /Thelkf: 
bgok I hall here take aeg of as publiſhed 
on;this gecaſion, Was 4 Review of: the: Cm. 
v betwween:' the Author: of | the Diſcourſe of ith}! 
Grounds, and Reaſons. of tb Chriſtian Religion did 
Aduenſamas, in ai Letter to the Autbor, Bvod 
17264, by Mr, Thomas: Jeffrey... This is drawn 
up in a clear and judicious manner; and- g 
dees ve emed eck vers bg 
be author of the 1 "ce;cithouy tht: 
in 1727. to publiſh a ſecond book, which was| 
to paſs. for à defence of his firſt, in Aeg 
his. ſeveral. adverſaries, and particularly toi the: 
Bichop of dee It Was mae "Ther 
Scheme {Ps literal. Propb 
book, he very light y paſſerh ler, chenelließ ) 
things he. 3ght to have proved, and on which; 
in his former bock he ray laid the grrateſti 
fk. Inſtead of confirming what he had: 
ſo poſitively... aſſerted. before, the P 1 
jeg the Old Teſtament were the nly: 
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n which Chriſtanie is foun 2 881 1 

ſhews that they are part of the proof inſifted . 
Aer den eee ond; his apoſtles, and moſt —— 


2 | ſes, that his "adverſaries 
wou — to he any proofs at all. HE 
had affirmed with great confidence; that nome 
| Jews ever underſtood: any of thoſe” 
cies of the Meſſiah; which are applied 
to Chriſt i in the Neu Teſtameati But the t- 
moſt that he now attempts to ſhew is, that 
ſome of thoſe rophecies were not underſtdd 
by the ancient Fews of the Meſſian; andtev , 
for this he can give no other reaſon than that 
ſome of the modern Jews do not fo apply them 
He has nothing now to prove that the Old 
Teſtament is the only Canon of Chriſtians, or 
that the allegorical ſenſe is the only ſenſe" of- 
prophecies intended by our Saviour and Bis 
apoſtles: And whereas his anſwerers Hal 
urged, that though moſt of the propheeies , 
applied in the New Teſtament” to o,; Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt were literally fulfilled in him, yet 
ſome particular paſſages might be uſed ont n 
a way of illuſtration and accommodation, ank 
not xs. direct proofs; he ſets himſelf, as h 
manner is, with à mighty pomp of quotatious; 
to ſllevy the abſurdity of appoüng that the 
apoſtles method of eiting prophecies was no- 
thing but a mere accommodation of phraſes, 
as if his adverſaries had held that all the paf- 
ſages cited in the New Teſtament from the Old 
3 only by way of -aocomr nodation,” | 
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hook he pretends to , anſwer, will And h 
Ittle he has deen able to ſay, that is real 2 
2 urp 1 and how far he has been, 
dating che proofs which had been bropgh 
over — maſt, Material &| 


— bien urged, and, as the Biſhop aftex 
wards complained, takes no wong notice. 0 
them than if he had not read them. If he 
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ws, thisis jad bold on © fot fic? xe Biſly 5 
interpretation, and to ſhew that the Jews, 

not generelly underſtand a prophecy of. fl 
Meſſiah, or ak it to him, — 
dence had been produced chat they ſo. plied 
it, But there . cha 
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1 e Me: Bullet alto appeare 
8 advantage in this cantroventy, 
in 2 'trcatiſe,- intitle, "The Regfenivg of U 
dnl Boe" bofites viudrented; in to pen 1 
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ir Prophecy confidertd, "Lindon, 1728, 8vo.' b 
this Book, Mr. Bulloci finds great fault yt 
Eur author's s way of managing the argument 
He obſerves, that he has not only 1 
s gether the unguarded expreffic daa ef ingen 
may men, but by / altering, a to, 1 
4 curtailing paſſages referred to, and by otty 
difingenuous methods unbecoming a man d 
= | * honour and fincerity, wreſted them to Purps. 
. ſes apparently contrary to their true import 
And yet no man had raiſed a louder b 
againſt the clergy, for abuſing, corrupting, and 
'mangling of authors to ſerve their own pur 
poſes, than this gentleman had done in his 
Diſcourſe of Free-thinking,.. The 3 in hi 
vindication makes he ſame 2 lain 
liſhed on 8 ation 4 judicietis 
pbecies, 2 2 Ap leur, 
anſwer to the ee ns ch 
Scbeme of literal N . 2 
1728, 8vo. About the + fame time was 75 
liſhed, Chriſtianity the Perfection of all Religin, 
natural and reveal d, wherein ſome of the princ- 
pal Prophecies relating to the Meſfiah in the Oli 
Teftament are ſhetn to belong to him in the literd 
Senſe, in oppofition to the Attempts of the literil i 
| Scheme, &c. by Thomas Jeffreys, London, 
1728. I ſhall conclude this letter with ob- 
= ſerving that this attack againſt Chriſtianity, 
e 9 on with great art as well # 
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wr Woolſton s Diſcourſes: on "the miratler of vip 
Saviour; under pretence of Handi ng up fon il: 
+ ollegorical Jenſe of Scripture, be endeavours'uhi 

-falutely to defray the truth of the fats recodu| 

in the: goſpels: His difingenuous repreſentation 

ade e of the fathers on this bead, at 
fi; quotations. He charges the accounts grve 


abt, - a4 
tl . 
ru bis ne y 
DIVE, aA, hs. * So N | 
| EN f ff MO 2 rin 
1e 220; 1: nim adh 
| E.. taken notice e 
1 tempts,. which were 9 intended g 
ſubvert the truth and divine au 1 ity 
our holy Religion. The laſt. that .] * 
tioned was that of - the author af. .jth6 
Diſeaſe 5 the grounds, and reaſons. of the Ch 
religion, who, under pretence of, ſetting 
Chriſtiani an a ſure and ſolid foundation, hai 
—— to ſhew that it hath no juſt foum 
datian at all; that it is founded wholiy on be | 
f Old Teſtament 8 taken not in a * 1 
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put merely in an allegorical, 7, e, 2 het. 
nl at aekgntd ih, , in 4 1 ſenſe, 0 


to the original intention of te p prophecies them- — | 
ſelres. In oppofition. to hit it was clearly 
ſewn, thar many” of the Old Teſtament pro- 
phecies are juſtly applied to our Saviour in 
kbeir proper. and' literal ſenfe. Beſſces wick 
it was urged, that there were other ſolid. p 
of Chilla „particularly that our Sxviours 
miracles, and "is reſurreQian. from the dead 
Were illuſtrious atteſtations given to him from — 
33 and evident proofs öf his divine Miſ- 8 
And no un 8 of acking che ; 
part of a moderator in controverfy, a new 
| antagoniſt aroſe, Mr. Mueffan, who” ender- 
our; to allegotize away the miracles of our 
3 as Ms. (aim had done the prophe- 
This he firſt jon aa in a pamphlet 
male a Moderator betibter an InfedeF aud an 
 Abotate ; and in two Nez mg it. And 
afterwards mote largely in fix Diſcourſes on 
the miracles of out Saviour which were fuc - 
ceſſtvely 1 ak different irries, 1 the 
we „ 1728, and 172 fron Of 
Th 7 4 ew, 7 . e A 
greit facts "recorded 1H wo gofpels art to be 
gen doos wholly in a cal and ine 
lenſe; ank tft 1 in the Iiterat” and 
| kiſtbrical ſenſe they are falſe, abſurd; 1 
ilbus,” Tie zereapr be Hark crete 


ppearec before Him. "Phe" T 5 
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"LETTER of Shafteſbury, even where he unhappily lch 
MI. up ridicule as the teſt and criterion of truth, 
>> expreſſeth his diſapprobation of /curriſous buf. 
feonery, groſs raillery, and an illiberal kind. of ui. 

And if ever there was any performance to which 
theſe. characters might be juſtly applied, iti 
this of Mr. Woo aon. The ſame e Writer 
obſerves, that to manage a. debate 4 as to offend 

4 the mblic ear, is lo be wanting in that reſpect tha 
to the ſociety and that what is contrary h 

| =_2 breeding, is, in this reſpec, as contrary to i. 
berty. If we are to judge of Mr. Woolfon's wii 
-tings by this rule, they are. as inconſiſtent with 
a juſt | iberty, as they. e We, with. good 
breeding and decency... - ee e eee 
There are two ways by which he ENC leavoun | 

to anſwer the defign he bath in view. e 


en or who pro 
ſt veneration. 8 inge dills 
genuity, endeavoureth to he 

folutely denying the facts enſeves fps 
the -goſpel ; - becauſe, , according $019: 08 01 

whic n obtained, they added to the i 

2 ſpiritual and allegorical 1 f and took gcca 
ion from thence to make pious allufions. He 
/ -pretendeth, __ if we will adhere to * 
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gabel is in no 1950 . un 


poly 5 hi tory: of. Feſus's life. is only an 4 95 


; tical repreſentation of : bis ſfuritiict life in "the J* 


2 But it is certain, Was evidently 


proved by his learned anſwerers;. that Hong. giving 
-the ee and myſtical ſenſe, the fathers. 
firſt ſuppoſed the literal ſenſe, and ther hiſtorigsl 


uuth of the facts, and upon them built their 
allegorical interpretations. It is acknow!| 
ed, that in theſe they often exceeded juſt bounds, 


and too much indulged the vagaries of a pious 
fancy: but to pretend, that they intended to 
deny that the facts recorded by theſevangeliſts 
were really done, is one of the moſt confident 
impoſitions that were ever put upon mankind, 


= anch it is not to be doubted; but the-author him- 


vas ſenſible of this. Many glaring inſtances 


| of unfairneſs: and diſingenuity in His quotations 8 


from the fathers were plainly proved upon him. 
Tt was ſhewn, that he hath quoted books 3 


rally allowed to be ſpurious. as ennie 5 


Works *« f the Fe ers and hath, 7 falſe t. 
Nations, and injurious ; interpolations, and foift- 


os. pry of words, done all that was in his f 


pervert t eee e bene de | 
"ana neee. he interpr ne . 
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Ern no methods to xp ſe and miſtepreſent th the 
oi. counts given y the evangeliſts of our Saviour! 
— miracles. Un 6: pretence of ſhewing the. > 
5 pr of the —_— iſt forical ſenſe of the fads | 
ane 5 I inge "a 5 2. 
The books of the evangeliſts, and the” fac. 
there related; he hath treated in a ſtr 
and coarſe buffoonery, and with an i inſolence ar 
ſcutrility that's hardly to be parallel d. e afſer 
that they are full of improbabrlities, 5 0 
and groſs abſurdities : - that they are like Gull ve 4 d 
of Perſons and things, that out « j "the romgn 
* „ her the fathers," 
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writes, not for the 1975 infide 
8 70 im Þrs heart, but / 
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0 f is fourth difcourſe on our Saviour's mi- 
905 vi avowing, that his defire in theſe his 

arll 977 Is ; the advancement F the truth and o 
725 1 of 7 the holy Teſs, to whom be glory 


v1 kg, in 1 the ſame manner; and expreſſes him- 
k in in his firſt 58 ſecond Defence to the like 


purpoſe. Any ane 4:58 compares theſe deck. 
tions with t | hole ſtrain of f his "diſcourſes, fic 


will be apt. to entern the worſt opinion Ka 2 


ginab ble of. the writer's linceri 3 Al the moſt” 
tenſive Charity will ſcarce, be able to ace quit” 


exte 1 5 
ho OP fro: m the. molt g ffs * 
"Bat ot to' eg fart Ie! b. thi: 


= 


< 
71 >, 


We. exp! 143-40 ed, that we: | 
ra aiſed aga he ical accounts of 
our Saviour's miracles , he ſhould have had ſome 


formidable abjeQtions to produce; and yet; 
KA: LOA me rid Tiny turn he . 
15 l . en hy xcept ſome few di- 
c 0 hich are fa rom being „ 
anſwere , contempt y 

5 i eee he frequently f 
a . what we. are told concerning our 84. 

ur's curing the diſcaſed, the blind, the ame, 
05 I ” hat the ene | ave not [ad us an. 
exact Account. of the nature © and "of 
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IE. 3 diſtempers, as b as phyſicians and n 
VII. would have done, that we might know wWwhe. 
ther the cure was ſupernatural. And if of 
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had done this, it would, no doubt, have 
improved as a ſtrong preſumption of art and 


contrivance in the relators, and as no way con- 


ſiſtent with that honeſt, artleſs ſimplicity of nar. 


ration, for which the evangeliſts are ſo remarks 


able. With regard to the cure of the man that 
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an enthuſaſtic pM ag AX Fas AR 
. this writer hath endeavoured to take adyanr 
tage of their madneſs for expoſuig the au- 
thority of the ſacred writing. Thus, th 
Heiſts c an upon occaſion run 0 E Wig) 
of enthuſiaſm, and join with the men the. 
moſt heartily, defpile, in. order to aplw ct i 
deſign. of expoſing FOI Ts l a 
* | Chriſt, e D . 115: ' 
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Hipture and the matters of fact therein con- 
Some of which are ef ſuch a kind as 
| ce reconileable to any degree f ho- 
ft and candour., He pretends to prove fro 
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ach made. it reaſonable for chem 19 ber 
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here ta kunde be a more glaring inſtanee of 
NS than to aſſert, asthis writer does con- 

to Gent s 'own molt expreſs declarations, 
img which, fee Joon v. 36. K. 25, Eg 
4 5.4, 4, 5, 6.) thae de him 


groſs miſrepreſentations * 


provfs and « ee of his Are 
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e charge: Though it is manifeſt from the w 
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Irn pam And that he. ooK particu re 
k. his miracles ſhould; not come to 0 publie no 


and ſee thou tell no man was general 


r 
7 1 


olpel, that lis nerally wrought his mi lf 
2 moſt pablic way, before gr RR in 
ol people, and in the preſence even of, has. 
malicious adverſaries ; and there were on 
very few inſtances, in which he feemal ſy 
PET 4 the reſerve, for which. no doubt th : 
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our Saviour, where no ſuch thing v was re- 
wired f. And in the few inſtances where it was 
infifted upon, it was not a commanding thoſe 
th believe in an inſtant who did not believe 
before, it was only a requiring them to pro- 
feſs the faith they already had, and a declaring 
l approbation of their Rich, and was deũgu- 
eck as a means to ſtrengthen it more and | 
And the propriety of his tal is method 
ſome. inſtances is manifeſt, as it OR, 10 d 
fel men! s views to that which v was the p 1 
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eee of the Chrigian rlig. be. p. 181 
years 


r u when they did P. 
| remarkable inſtance-of which we have in die 
_ encomiums beſtowed . ebe . 


= ape ng 17 i * Narr dane of 
mort evident than it is from. the whole -goipd, 
eee required to be diligent in the ugh 
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1tward. mn ching is canſtandly-ſup- 
poſed, and. proviſion is mc for its continn- BY << 
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ab nien ths all ple Fern —— mm. 
Whereas it is evident, that faith is there m. Ing 
_ preſented as not ordinarily completed at once. 


but e of continual Crowes and. itnprover 
25 ment, 


nents, and e to bear W ke: 
1 hoſe” mer] Ge thingyor the Uke | 
ro ſo palpably miſrepreſented, thar'it cam land- 
* be ſuppoſed” that this writer himſelf, ho 
b. quick fighted enough | when he pleaſes, 
"not have been ſenile. that "they 


F „er ny ie WT . 
rntag us e boden of che . q 

Hath advanced feverat things, which 
ee ee apt on Wet de 1 


= more: than the latter 


er cont! bulk — ah other fide 

«bf the: queſtion, and raiſed a thouſand” new | 
oh he es — the _— of. pains Accords 

takes a s to deſtroy 
Feelin of les Jl trees tn fu 
flu Ctuaring, and never capable of com- 
ng" to a certainty about any thing; and as if 
ruth and falſhobd may be equally Lag by. 
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| lute Api of all 
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Always, comes 700 late with rae 
ſeveral | alles 3 in , boak, in "icky — 
lutely 
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1 . s their tender minds, 
ing all farthe: improvement. No d. 


h. not founded on : 


ded on Argument. 


to T poet to cultivate the minds of young. K 
perfons, under pretence that this would only 


p no advantage at all in being born in an en- 
liglttned*or clvilized age or nation; and à child 
in Grear Britain muſt be left as much without 
inſtruction, as if he were born in the wilds of 
America." To make this ſcheme of a piece, and 
Fer conſiſtent, it ſhould: be ſo contrived, 
= dren ſhould not be trained" up'to any 
at all, and that they ſhould be kept 
5 | caliverſt with others for fear of "thei, 
beitig prepoſfeſſed; and that they thoul#Þ ell 
"who "4 to nature, without" inſtitution of ay) 
End. i ener is opeful ſtate of things 
br. A ere is” eaſy to "Tee, * Thus to 
| T en ſeem wf 
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Ugh e this app lauded perform 
e and the pero tendency of it to ſub- 
, We un y of. reaibit, and natural e- 


offered in ſu port of his {ſc eme, — 205 how 
cha tChriftianity hath no foundation in reaſon. 
one of his arguments bears a neat affinity 

WH fo Heat has been juſt mentioned concerning 
WH Utd, © For he produceth it as a proof 
bw Roo religion is not a rational one, 
D are N into e and! obliged to 


1 2 
4 ES a, 
— ut 2 
\ * - 
* - 


1 
4 


tend to fill them with prejudices. Thus ther FI, 


Py A View of the ARRAY WW; he” 


rrrrk train up children in the knowledge and belaſ 
of it. A ſtrange argument this, ſince cam- 
mon fans tells us, that the more rational ani 
excellent any religion is, the more requiſite | 
— be to inſtruct children in the principle 
of it, r — per BD A 
rl f as far as Aręſ ca- 
192 3 A For 4his would ie 
beſt re een ainſt the pernioious in- 
fluence of 1 and:the pawergf 

wrong affections and habits, — vr 
wiſe, by the author's own acknowledgement, 
would be apt to eee and 

a wron, byaſs to the mind. 7 
le ſeems to lay a great ſtreſs on the mla 
converſions we ſometimes read of in the Ney 
Teſtament. But they are far from being proof 
of what he brings them to prove, that tho 
perſons were converted without reaſon and ei- 
dence. All that can be fairly concluded from 
thoſe inſtances is, that the evidence that . 
offered was ſo ſtrong, and came with ſueh 
light and force, as did more to produce con- 
vlction in a ſhort time, than a long coutſe ef WW 9 
abſtracted reaſonings would have one. Nu 
there were ſome thouſands, as he -obſerve 
converted at one lecture &, ithiols; inftances only no 
relate to the converſions: that were wrought it I 1 
Jeruſalem ſoon. after — — 5 
aſcenſion, of Which the people had ſuch con- 
8 arr. by the extiacedipary a 
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of, and the ſignal; and undeni 
wrought by the diſciples in the name 
Jeſus, as, joined wich what they bad known 
before of our Saviour's s admirable diſcourſes +. 
and illuſtrious miracles, as well as the 1 
dinary events that had ed at his cruci- 
fxion, to which they themſelves had been wit⸗ 
nefſes, rendered the evidence ſo ſtrong and 
ſtriking, that it was. een ratio 1 P hp; 
nit to ty and receive it. 
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— —— without all por thing but contrary 7 to | 
. And yet the manifeſt deſign of it is 
to ſhew, not that. the goſpel had no evidence 
to ſupport it, but that hs evidences ; accompa- 
ying it were. ſo ſtrong and convincing, as were 
vaſtly ſuperior to any arguments or reaſonings | 
that could be brou 4 againſt ee. But. there is 
n N a upon C iſtlans, as the 
zutho r pretends, to lay. reaſon under the 
s moſt "lute reſtraint.and prohibitian,: and not | 
« to. permit it the leaſt opportunity or freedom | 
« to. exert itſelf, or Mnterpole, pen # NF, OCca- 
« ſion whatſoever” *.. 
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unten Another argument with which he makes , 
. parade is to this purpoſe, that no reli 
on can be rational, that is not founded on; 
a+ - and impartial examination *. And ich 
examination ſuppoſes a perfect neutrality” to 
the principles which are examined, and even 
a temporal disbelief of them, which is what the 
goſpel condemneth. But this oceeds upon 4 
wrong account of the nature o 28h EXaming- 
tion and enquiry. It is not neceſſary to 4 
Juſt enquiry into doctrines or facts, that a man 
ſhould be abſolutely indifferent to them beſore 
he begins that enquiry, much leſs that he 
ſhould actually disbelieye them; as if he 
maſt neceffarily commence Atheiſt, . before he 
can fairly examine into the proofs of | the 
exiſtence of God. It is ORE toa candid 
examination, that a man applieth' hin elf to. it | 
with a mind open to conviction, and a dif 
ſition to embrace truth on which ſide ſoere 
it ſhall appear, and to receive the evidence MY; 
that ſhall ariſe in the courſe of the, trial. And - 
if the enquiry relateth to principles in which 
we have been inſtructed, tl en ſuppoſing thoſe 55 
principles to be in themichves rational and wel 8 
founded, it may well happen, that enquiring ; 
/ into the grounds of them, a fair examination il 
may be carried on without ſeeing cauſe u 
disbelieve, or doubt of them through the 
whole courſe of the enquiry; which? in that 
— end in 2. * conviction A 8 
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But there is no argument on which he LETTER | 


ſeems to place a ſtreſs to ſhew that 


Chriſtianity is not founded on reaſon and evi- 


dence, than this, that we are there authorita- 


tirely commanded to believe, and penalties are 
denounced againſt us, if we do not believe. 


Whereas it is plain that no propoſition can 
« he tendered to our reaſon with . penalties 


G annexed, or under the reſtraintsof threats and 


of authority, *,” Since aſſent or diſſent is an in- 


« dependent event under no influence of ours.” 


Men are conſtantly determined to believe, or 


disbelieve, according to the evidence that ap- 
peareth to them, and the will hath nothing 


to do with it. And therefore there can be no 
virtue in believing truth, or fault in rejecting it. 
Ard he expreſsly affirms, % that a determina- 


« tion either right or wrong in matters which 


« are not ſelf-evident, and in which there is 


« « any thing of induction or inference, 1s 

* equally meritorious f.. This is a very con- 
yenient plea for infidelity, and ſo it is for 
atheiſm itſelf ; Since it proceeds upon this 
foundation, | that men can never be obliged to 


believe” any princi les at all, in which there 


h any thing 4 of induction or inference, nor 
conſequently thoſe e - relating to the exiſtence 
of God; and a providence. And if there be 
No fault in Sed thoſe principles, there 


may b be no fault in re uſing to obey, or wor- 


1 . anl. not. founded on * E66 wia. 17. 
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Ex przs ſhip him, which neceſſarily dependeth upen 


the belief of his exiſtence. But the found. 
tion this goes upon is manifeſtly falſe; as if 
men were always; and in all caſes determinel 
by mere evidence, and that aſſent and diſſert 
were therefore neceſſary acts, and abſolu 
out of their power. Nothing is more und 
niable from common obſervation and  expe- 
7 8 than that the will and affections Hatt 
a great influence on the judgment; and thit 
we have a zreat deal of freedom in the right 
bor wrong ufe of our reaſoning faculties; and 
Eonſequenitly are liable to praiſe or blame on 
that account. Let the probfs that are offerel 
de never ſo plain, we = chooſe whether wt 
will attend to them, or we may turn our eye 
| from! the evidene Bd » we profeſs to ert. 
mine, may, thr poſſefſion and wont 
difpofitions of mim ine 4 flight, a pa 
and 2 ekuniitaribn, Men may be, and 
often are, ſo byaſſed by the influenice of 2 
tions and intereſts, as to cauſe things to ap- 
pear to them in à quite different light, thai 
Stherwiſe they would do. All the world on 
that a eandor and fimplicity of heart, 

4 25 1 7 A de to embrace it = 
fairly pr d, is a commendable 
poſition 51 mind; 4 a refuſing to 
receive it throbg oh the influence of corrupt 
affections and "affions is really culpable. But 
this eſpecially holdeth in truths of a re- 
wp 3 and moral nature. Our believing or 

| 9 
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t dem, is very i n LETTER. 
Wt or bad diſpoſitions of our minds, 
and muſt have e e a practice. 
And therefore in theſe caſes to receive and em- 
brace theſe truths may be an important duty, © 
and to disbelieve or reje& them may be highly: 
criminal. And God may very juſtly interpoſe 
his authority to require the one, and warn 
men againſt the other. 
The author all along ſappoſeth, that the 
faith required in the * is no more than 
a bare aſſent of the underſtanding, and the 
lite. N condemned is a, mere ſpecula- 
five di But this is a wrong ae be 
nothing is more evident, than that the faith 
required in the goſpel of thoſe to whom it is 
made known, that faith to which the pro- 
miſes are made, is a complex thing: It in- 
cludeth a love of truth, and a diſpofition to em- 
btace and profeſs it, which in the circum- 
ſtances in Which Fe ity firſt appeared, 
argued a a great both of candor and for- 
titnde. ' And it is ways repreſented . to be of 
2 vital operative nature, a principle of holy 
obedience, and which purifieth the heart, and 
leadeth men to do the wilt of God, and obey 
bis commands. And fuch a 2 rope 
_ virtue, and ve operly fubje&. of a 
| divine command Jt the unbelief there con- 
demned, is ſuppoſed to proceed from 
deing under the influence of corrupt affections 
and prejudices, and from their unwillingneſs to 


Q4 receive 


g eee. tru becql their ded ae eds. are evil? 
Ef It. is expreſſed by their /utting their 5 
1 un their hearts, leſt they 3 gry with 
3 thein: eyes, and undenſtam 2 their hearts, 
and be converted and healed. And this certainly. 
argueth a bad and vicious diſpoſition of ſvul, 
andi leadeth to diſobedience; and is therefore | 
very properly forbidden in the divine law. 
With regard to human laws, when they are 
once rear promulgated, it would ſcarce 
ben 24s a plea for men's neglecting 8 
oro breaking thoſe laws, that they are not fi- 
tis id that W are the king's laws; and 
thamò man can: be juſtly obliged under the 
reſtraint». of authority and penalties to aſſent Wi © 
to uthis 1: ition, that theſe are the 
therking's f ſince 2 8 in our own 
22 eee bable, that 4 way. would 
_ ſoon be found to eee this 9 con- 
vince them that authority could interpoſe in 
this/mattet; In like mamner, it ſeems to be 
obvious to the ;common ſenſe and reaſon of 
mänkind, that if God hath given a revelation * 
or c diſrovery of Bla) wal eee doctrines" ll © 
and ltws of ee to our dury and hap- 7 
Pe and ha cauſed them to 
vrith ſuch evidence as he knoweth to Ml * 
be -ſufficient to convince reaſonable and well. in 
diſpoſed minds, that will carefully attend to Ml *: 
it, he. hath an undoubted right to requit C 
thoſe to hom this revelation is publiſhed, -to' WM b. 
„ and to obey d it. And if through 'the 
s - mL Ss” re influence 


eee, ae lofts, n 
whom this revelation is made known refuſe to. 
receive. it, he can juſtly. puniſh them for their 
culpable- negle&, obſtinacy, . and, diſobedience. 


Our author hitnſelf ſpeaking . of the ſpirit's, 
working faith in all men, ſaith, though in 
evident contradiction. to his own ſcheme, that. 
the tender of this conviction, ho- 


« ever potent in it's influence, ma me IE de- 
« pend greatly upon the proper. diſpoſitions: 

« of our minds, to give it à 8 tion for 
« it's efficacy; and ſo far wil = place,; 
and afford am le matter of trial RL probation, 
« and. become indeed a teſt of our obedience. 
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And that in this caſe disbelief and [guilt 


« have a meaning, when put together; ſince 


* the compliance required is, not a com- 
« pliance out of our power, nor any longer ; 
that of the underſtanding, but of the will, in 
its nature free, and therefore accountable; 2nd: 


ie for 


though we are not by any means chargeable 
che effects of our apprehenſion, yet 


there is no reaſon but that we may be with 
all juſtice called to the ſtricteſt account for 
our obſtinacy, impiety, and e ee e 

I ſhall only take notice of one thing more, 
and which is indeed the moſt plauſible thing 


in his whole book, and that is, that the gene- 


rality of mankind, even of thoſe among whom. 
Chriſtianity 1 is publiſhed, cannot be obliged to 
believe it, becauſe they have not a capacity to 


* Chriſt, not. founded on argument. p. 64. 
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1 trace thoſe proofs and evidences; 
there are few, but may be made fenſſble 


when ſet before them by others. And this is 
feificient. It is evident to any one that know: 
Mankind, that we are fo conftitated, as to ſtand 
i nerd of mutdal affiſtance and information, 

i matters oo eat conſequence” to our duty 
Auch Happine loſt of the principles of ſcience 
.of Every 12 are things that muſt otras = 
and chere gre few that reaſon out thofe prin 


wt . by others, and themſelves to 
Hinge rules that are founded oh thoſe 
In like mannet religion muſt be 


Firtle af it. And if it requireth care and ap- 
plication to underſtand its doctrines * pre- 
cepts, and the evidences whereby it is con- 
firmed, this is no argument at all, either 
againſt its reafonablenefs or excelfency. For 
nothing that i is truly excelfent in knowledg: 
or practice, is to be attained to, without care 

and diligence. It is every man's duty in this 
7 185 to take in what helps and informations 
e can get And if we can come to perceive 
6 ce by the aſſiſtance of others, thi 
Will _ the purpoſes of religion as well 
Jn if. we couſd do it. * * the . 


* 


be allowed, that they could ngk df 


the forte of thoſe proofs and evidences, 


but proceed upon them as de- 
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| the moſt learned would not he Well fitted for, 
trace out all the parts of religion and morality, 
by a regular deduction from the firſt principles 
it a way of abftracted reaſoning. And therefore 
il is a great adva 
clear revelation of his will containing in Plain 

and expreſs- pro opoſitions' the 5 and 
doctrines which are f importance to 
be known, and the duties whiol avs moſt ne- 
ceſſary to be practiſed: 'SucH a revelation is ſet 
befote us in the goſpel: And the evident mar 
of diſintereſtedneſs that appear in ie without 
the leaſt traces of a worldly ſpirie or ode gu, 
the - purity and exbellenty of its Aoctribes 


and precepts, and the uniform tendene f 
the whole, for promoting the glory of Ge 


1, 


and the good of mankind; and the enuſe of 
virtue and righteouſneſs in the world, furniſh 
arguments obvious toe common ities, 
that * religion owed 106 its riſe to human 

policy, ae arts of impoſtors, ot to evil 
beings, of was of à godlike and heavenly 
original. And as to hforical evidence, per- 
ſons of common found underſtanding may be 
made ſenſible, by the help of the learned, that 
we have all the evidence of the truth of the 
extraordinary facts, whereby the divine autho- 
rity of the Chriſtian — was a 
” | whic 


chat God hath givers Hl 
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* of. 1 1 i facts were of a public nature, which 
- might have been eaſily detected and Expoſed, 
rin. Which caſe that raden which had no- 
thing elſe to ſupport it, and was deſticuts ge of 
worldly advantages, muſt have fallen at 
one But this was ſo far from bein 
©: caſe, 4 . 8 greateſt enemies of Chi 
vanity | are not able to deny, that upon the 
bee Kredit vf thoſe facts, this reli gion, : though di- 
e ppoſite to the prejudices which then 
Verfall obtained, and though it had the 
* difficulties to encounter 
with, a | had all the powers of the world 
gainſt it, ſoon made a wonderful 
both among Jews and Gentiles ; hic h 


11 

75 e dunted for, than by admitting tl 
tri tit of thoſe extraordinary facts. That the 
ori mat | revelation itſelf, R with ; an ac· 
9 of of thoſe facts, was committed to wri- 
ting in p Tg very age in in which. that pg 
tion was firſt given, and thoſe facts were done; 
which 1s a ſure method of conveyance, though 
oral tradition is a very: uncertain one. And 
that theſe accounts, which were written kd 
perſons who . were per ectly acquainted. wi 

the things they relate, and which have all 


the characters of purity, artleſs undiſguiſed 


ſimplicity, and an impartial regard to truth, 
that any writings can poſſibly ; ai were in 


that, ad age , received with great veneration 
25 


1 circumſtanced, cannot ather- | 
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as of facred Ads bi | The « copies; ot SW. LF" > © 
were ſoon ſpread abroad into many different x7 N 
countries, they were read in the e Ae. 


blies, tranſlated into various nn And 
they have been ever ſince ſo conſtant! y as 8 
and appealed to in every age by perſons ,4 
different ſects and parties, many of whom 7h. 
tranſcribed large portions. of them into bir 
writings, that it may be juſſiy faid, they he 
been tranſmitted with, Wy continued ev ence 
far greater than can be produced for, any 
other books, in the world ; and that a gehe 
corruption of them, if any had 1 te 
would have been an e thing 

nothing in all this, but What perſons of 
ſound ſenſe, who ate defirousof info RE 2 5 may 
be ſufficiently aſſuted of by che 'alfiſfange: 
the learned. Aud when efides, this, "thy fe 
the power and influence of the dodQrines ar 
motives propoſed, in thoſe ſacred writings Ui 

their own hearts, comforting. them in all 725 
vicifitudes of mortal life, and ani mati ing ther 
to all virtue and goodneſs, this e 1015 
ftifaction and aſſurance. Eſpecially 5 5 t 
is farther conſidered, that we are taug oe 
ſcripture to hope, that God's gracious, 
tances will not be wanting to thoſe that WE 
honeſt hearts, and upright. intentions; endes 
your to know and do the will of God: ay 
F any man «will\ do his will, ſaith our Savjour, 
be 0 know f the eine, aobether it B of 


God, er whether J K of myſelf, John vii. 17, 


A 
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E that ais ape c reaſoning at all, if 
4 F port or en int * 


there! ph nies 


RN 
— e 2 K. would follow from > 
that the generality! of men are incapable 
moral agency, of virtue dad vice, or 'of be- 
ing governed by laws. For this n 
them capable of underſtanding what 


thoſt 
laws are; and What is the duty required E 


them, and of making inferences and deduc- 
tions. And with regard to religion, and is 


dofs and evidences, it can ſcarce be douhted, 


that if men applied themſelves to it with 
the fame care and diligence, that they ge- 
i nerally do in matters of much leſs conſe- 


quence they would attain to ſuch a ſenſe 


1 religion 24 its evidences, as would both 


make it reaſc nable for them o 
F to 4, pa their practice bit. 2 
* on. * founded on Hons? P- 1. . Ky 
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2 were . — eral good ee, publiſte, 
e nt fd 4 08 GFR. de of 


he firſt 
dr noi which I reme mber to hang, | 
with pleaſure, but as I have not had an J 
tunit) of ſeeing it for ſome years, cannot giue 
a particular account of it. ſhall conkne my 
. theſe: anſwers which * have now: A | 


The firſt 1 ſhall mention is 1 Þe 
cet of . the Chriſtian ,religion as delivered : 
in the Scriptures, being an anſwer to a la 

treatiſe, intitled, Chri anity net founded we 
gument, by George . Dr. Ben/on, Lans. 
dn, 8v0. 1743. This may . he A . 
— defence of Chriſtianity in general, and 
19 learned mo gd it. it. den alattetia  - 
ce parts ; in part, - having 
ſettled the meaning of the word Faith and 
ſhewn what that faith is which the palps):enr: 
quireth. of thoſe to whom it is made known, 
and. to which rewards are there annexed, on; 
that it is really a virtue; and what that unbe- 
lef is which is there forbidden and condemned, 
and that it is really a vice: He goes on to pro- 
duce ſome of the principal arguments hie 
prove the truth of the Chriſtian religion, Lie 
juſt conſiders what are uſually called the int. 
nal evidences of Chriſtianity, the reaſorablenels; 
of its acid, of its al precepts, gf, its 
Politire 
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v „IETER r inſtitutions; and. 75 the. fa tions 
LK, -v (Nt: is inforced ; and then, copfiders 
” ternal evidence ariſing from: propheey . 
amiracles, particularly 4 755 the reſurrect 
e and 1 8 extraor ae gifts of the kh 
zoft poured forth upon the apoſtles auf f 
0 wiſtians. Theſe things are here ſet, ina, "i 
|-agrecable light; 85 it is allo, ſhew! 
" the accounts gyed of theſe, things 
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hor of that Nan 4 Andy, — 1 7 He 
Chriſtian's faith Sol to be founded upon 
conviction of the underſtanding, and that 

a rational aſſent, by which he means Sent be 
and ſatisfactory - reaſons may be ka for the 
hope and — wr ace pert coils the 5 


| wi pe 0 ing or | 
ave a t compaſs 6 in 't Þ 
thoſe” e e 2955 t depei 
* therefore faith may be 2 
od dif "of mind, and uf 
Teton. "Ta His ſecond chapter,” he fair- 
* 'txamines and de confute che authidr's 
F n from the nature of reaſbii and 
And, in the third, the arguments 
from Scripture; by which he pretends to prove 
that we are not to uſe our underſta dings in 
matters of religion. In his fdurth chapter, he 
inquires 2 the author's On ſcheme, and the 
principle of goſpel evidence, Which he has 
thought fit to affign, which he _ 'fefol- 
veth into an immediate, infallible,” ſupernat 


belief Ki 


12 the Wind of every particul Drs 
"The abſurdity of this Dr. Randolph"expoles; ai 
anſwers the" bree of proofs brought Hm 


e in * of it. The fifth chapter, 
Oontains 


good. account . the proofs oe. 
E | ee a | 
on of the objectionꝭ of this: werf. pos 
 milracles, and traditional teſtimony. Halth, 
ht takes notice 5 oo reflections — 
by the author at inn 5 
Church of En land fn n. 46 | 
You will probably expect that I ſhould tak 
ſome notice of another anſwer, which a 
ed about the ſame time, and which alſo met 
with a favourable reception from the public, 
u. Remarks on a late ' Pamphlet, intitled, Gary: 
tianity not founded n Argil 55 Theſe 4 
marks, which were drawn 1 
p | 


— "of * the N s hot to enter 
| upon a diſtin and partiruilar nccount of the 
=. evidences which are. uu ally produced in proof 
of the Chriſtian religion which the author of 


theſe letters had — largely on ſome 
= former occaſions ; but to repreſent in a clear 
= and conciſe manner the abſurdity and ill ten- 
dency, as well as manifold inconfiſtences of 
this writer's ſcheme; to give a plain confutation 
L of the principal arguments from Scripture and 
1 _ reaſon; by which he has pretended to ſup- 


and miſcepreſentations. 
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The reſurreftion of Chrift an article that: ii 

the foundation , the Chriſtian Faith. y w 
tacked with great confidence in à pa 

intitled, The Reſurrection of Jeſus conlider- 

ed. What this uriter offers to prove,,. that 

.. Chrif did not foretel bis own. reſurrectiau, and 

hy 45 the fory of the chief frigie feng 

wach at the ſepulchre, is a forgery, and 

tion, examined and confuted, | Objervatians.o 

re e . bt he 4. 2 , caffe. 
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Haie variations among ibe evangeliſin. 
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—— Littleton'i [ Oblerrations o on. —_— 
verſion and ee of 8 St. Paul, cun- 


THE 


ao @& = 


dation af Chriſti ity. .. If this: falech, = 


Chriſtian: religi on cannot.” be maintained,” or 


may 7 be proved to be fall, Tf Chriſt be not ri 
oh a , Je vols 1 Cor. xv. 14. On the 


on and authority of the bleſſed Founder of 
Ut ſelf appealed to as the great and ulti- 
th ke was what he profeſſed himſelf to be, the 


E been an Eg impoſtor, it can ſcarce be 
poſed that he would have appealed to ſuch 
of f as this, which would have been the 
welt effectual way he could have taken to de- 
teck and expoſe tlie yanity of his own. pretetices, 


and overturn the whole ſcheme of his religion. 


Or, if he had been an Enthufiaſt, and was im 
Soba upon L. the warmth of his own 


nation, to helieve that God would indeed Halle 


"hin * the dead, the event would have 
effectually ſhewn the folly and madneſs of his 


expectations. And therefore ſince he put the 
proof of his divine miſſion upon a ws Ny of ſo 
extraordinary a' nature, which manifeſtly ex- 
($eded"all» human power, and was actually 
enabled to eon ih it, this ſhevrs, both that 
1 e W 


15 St. Faul] chen is our preaching vain, 
other hand, if this holdeth good, the divine 
Fr 5 * religion i is eſtabliſhed. This is what. 
of, gee was to convince mankind 


Joh of God, the Saviour of the world. If he 
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rar he certainly knew that he was ſent of Tod, 
. * , that he really was ſo. And inde d it Gino 
ial oye og male ert 8 
could N ibly' E 
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5 a nature, wh 
r, he muſt haye 


e en dein Perſon he profeſſed r 


dall ot foretel his death and reſurrection, nei- 
ther to the wiſe prieſts and phariſees, nor to 


his burn Some. With regard to og or 


h from * teſtimouy f beim 


Fade h phariſces defired- "Jeſus to few 


in the aul 
1 days and three 1 


ſuppoſed, that, in 
ae in the e 


e earth or a pf el 


ſb; From this prediction therefore, w 


the-{cribes and ö ariſees, they mis 
ei intended to ſignify that he 


Laie, in mentioning what our Saviour ſaid con- 


the Son of man ſhould lie three 3 
nights in the heart of the earth, he 


that this is a proof that St. Matibeu forged it. | 
mn all that it FO” is, "Way St. Mat. 


thew 


aſelf to be. Our author ſaw this, and theres 
ſore: — an attempt to ſhew that jg —— 


diem, that 45 Jonas as: 2 — 
eg belly, ſo ſhould the Son A ! 
in tbr * „ 
are Mans. n 38, 204 40, e 


git, as Jonas came alive out of the belly of th 15 


was uttered more than once in the brine of. 
ht gather That 5 
i ould: riſe - 
again from the dead. What this writer hath, 
offered againſt this is very trifling. Becauſe St. 


ming the ſign of the prophet Jonas, doth 
dot expreſsly take notice of Ris declaring 1 i 


given a ber beladen og hat qr 
— —— occaſion, than St. Laß 
hath done; though hat tlic : latter relate 
9 concerning Chriſt's- mentioning the ign of. th 


prophet. Juat, plainly implieth it. E alſo th 
peats What — Had urged, that Chnd 


did not lie three days and nights in che grave 
of which I tock ſome notice -- before in im 
remarks on Mr. ##o/fton's 8 diſcqurſes 45:1 
farther hints at what Mr. Chubb, he wrote 
after our author and -endeavaurs to \roitifore 
his objections, Ras Ne ar he 1 Tevgt 
pages together. 1 Jeſus cou |. note 
made ſuch a declaration as this, vig. that 
A ſhould be given to. that wicked and COU 
aur generation, bur the Len e, de prop bet Jonas; 
boch becauſe their being a wicked g non! 

rather” a reaſon for givin {© 
defin of his: coming was to call Hint erz to 
repentance; and becauſe in fact Chiſt dll 
work ſigns and wenders among them alter 
this: But to take off the \Force ef this, f. 
ſufficient to obſerve, that by. comparin R. Mall, 
xvi. 1. Litke- . 67 Mark vi. 11. it 5 
peareth that che fign tliey demanded, Was 4 
en from beauen, by. rhich t „N any 
meant ſome. glorious appearance' in t he hes 
vens. ; They had a Heile png n 


inſiſted, that he hould give them a pe 


* See e p. 46, 4 Chubbss 
1. . 3 e 
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eyftleper. But though He wee e 0 
= dem at that time preciſely ſuen 1 
demanded, he yet both ec 1 
io wo mitzeles among them, and referred” — 
em to His refurre Which, taking in dne e 
eutmſtanges tha end it, and | ; 
Mit, was in” che fulleſt { and pro pere 


Un r ee N 
Rofl. © nay "added, What 
299 us — tha in Aa cSrfs ads. * 
to 4 "great" numbet of the Were, arne 

105 x ' were:  everal"of his mma icious" Hernics 


1 — i F again 17 af declared % 
nb nt” he had” recerved” of his Father, 
hw I. by os 18, 4} "79, 20. r- 1 2 3 10 f 32 En 
A to his Git Unter * n NYT vs 
nit, others" beſides the twelte apolttes "are 
often 'corprefiended, che author Pee ac. 
knowledpeth; © that the ' eyangdliſts repreſent 
Ritt as Nen declared tõö them in plain and 
epteſs terms, on five different occaſſons, that 
de bud ſuffer and die, and riſe agaln on the. 
Hire day.” But becauſe they tell us, that the 
dſtiples did uot underfland this ſaying, and that 
it Vas. 5g ion them, and that they queſtioned 
among 
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4 + 905 Ent themſelves, what- this. rifim from A 
SINE: | mean; he would have the whole *x 
ft forgery and fiction. He thinks it 1. 
1 Seller that twelve men could hes "Jud 
plain expreſſions, - ſo clearly foretelling "His4 
ng e again, and yet not bo able 
4 d'them.” But this is eaſily accoitite 
for, conſidering that the diſciples were W 
time under the power. of thoſe pr 
which then generally prevailed aner 
Jeus, relating to the Meſſiah. They 
dot conceive how. the Meſſiah, who acear. 
ing to their notions of things was to 10 
Jan ever, and not die at all *, could be- ſub. 
Ject to ſufferings and death; nor conſequent 
how he ſhould riſe again from the dead 
When therefore they 3 Jeſus, We 
they looked upon to be he Meſſialy, el 
kris aging and ring again 
they thought it muſt de und din 
myſtical or figurative Lene, wy e ode 
wore which chey did not at preſent un 
prehend, lay hid under thoſe ep 
4 + plain they might appear: So "thi 
this only ſhews the dulneſs of their appreli 
fons, and tlie force of their prejudices, au- 
at the fame: time the impartiality of the erl. 
gelical hiſtorians, «who have record ed *it70! Bii 
thaugh the difciples could not coneeive h- 
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Chriſt chould die and riſe again on the thin 
day yet he fo often repeated it on” e 
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= to 22 conceal it, it 5 A 
n 0. - '1 It; ; 
be poſed, that the ſaying got CE 
ut own to many. And this « coming to 
ae e the Jew! - Chief-pricfia: and 
Phariſees, who: alſo. knew what he had fad 
jalome of .the Phariſees and Scribes, concern. : 
ing the ſign of the prophet. Junas, wagiia 
cent foundation for them to ſay to Pilate, 
ws remember that. that deceiver ſaid (not thet 
be aid 70.1 us as this gentleman thinks fit; to 
quote it, but that e ſaid) nohile.; be + Was er 
Ane, after three days I vill riſe again. I here 
no more to put them upon all prope 
precautions to [Prevent an 1mpoſty 
matter. hl Treg dt gar Ty rial We 
This leads me to take ſome, notice of the 
the, zd main thing this writer infiſteh up- 
an, which is, that the ſtory St. :Matthrao tells 
o the; Chief-prieſts- pM a watch at the 
ſeyulchre, and 7 ſealing the ſtone, is a falſe and 
abſurd, fiction. Mr. #ooffoni had allowed the 
ot tho;cltqey, and built one of his prin⸗ 
| | f againſt the reſurrection of 
Jeſus upon, the circumſtance! of ſealing: the 
lane. And this argument was-mightily.cried 
wp! for: 2a;while. But our author had the ſa- 
city to diſcern, that if this was admitted, it 
ws — a ſtrong preſumption of theitruth 
f Chriſt's reſurrection; and there 
= m s it more for the intereſt of his 
. to nn it. The chief thing he urgeth 
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TR” 


r 
4 J concern Shank ii. But 3 


a — Þ Kims, "chat the. — jr pr agen 
not have it in their power to pretend 1 
was riſen from the dead, as it was reportellihe 
had foretold. And there could nei he u mort 
probable method fixed upon for this purpuſt 
than the ſetting a watch to guard * 
ehre, and fealing the ſtone that was rollal 
to the mouth of it. And though we ihoud 
allow them to have known, as this writer 
aim chey did, that iNicademus and: Yen f 

narlra, had wound up the body in Nee 
nd ſpices, which ſhewed' they did not ei 
his reſurrection, yet they knew he hiad 0 
diſciples ; and. * DETIUCS. -IT1L i 
this preparation for embalming the 
only the better. to cover their deſign 
king it away. What he farther hecho 
cerhing their believing him to have been 
vrhat they called him to Pilate, a 3 
1 fin: | 
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bir 80 — againſt 0 
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Euſchius, whoſe account is generally follows) 

in eight years after our Lord's aſccnſiona a 

deſigned it eſpeci ially for the uſe 3 the. Jem 

converts. And his relating this ſt ory- in. 4 g. 

pel publiſhed Og _ een roch 0 Sos 


7+ . 3's. * ; Y 4 


. . — 
* 


that very. age been LET 
fel in remembrance, 3 if ae i ' KL. 
unt in was, 


gone out of the ſepulchre; either there ore it 
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drank before them. And by the proofs which 


were given them, both on 4 and other 
occaſions, they had as full evidence of ſhe 
reality of his rifen body, as they could have 
of any thing that came to them confirmed 
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* manſier poſſible; before many thou - 
lands of perſons of all Nations which were then a 
aſſembled at fetuſalem'; ; 9 this, wich the fol: 


4A ; lowing 


teſt; cons cha — ETT 
— — —.— ' —_ R 
Wen pel —— e 
ther, EE y they unalterably ad- 
55 eppofitzon to the' greateſt ſufferings 
C ee which it expoſed them; 
ee e 'farniſhed' 6 wo eg | 


—— 2 2 


ond * fac proof and uy as" (convino- 
S Myriads,” for ſo it ſhould” be ren- 
01 a 'Yerwr/h nation; and among them 
1f mi 0 le priefts, Air vi. gx xis. 
brought t 0 ontrary to all their 
prejudices, —ůů—ů—— that had beef 
ed by the Heads of their own nation for 
Me ah; their Saviour, — 
\Gentrles,, and gaincd'theny- over to py eligic 
| 9 oppoſite that obuld be imagined; ho 
2) to their 1 ar - fuperſtitions;” but 
* their ora er — expoſed its profeſ- 
ſors to the moſt grievous 5 Perſpeu- 
tions, and ſufferings. Ng. 0 en e 
bal But to return to our V ſc 
carefully conſiders and compares v whit h he hath 
offered, may eaſily perceive, that whatever pre- 
tences he may make of demanding other and 
"farther" evidence of Chriſt's. reſurrection than 
was given, no evidence that co uld have been 
ue | A 3B = given 


ing A "oy is now. For the — 
vould be neceſſary that Chriſt ſnould peu lads 
in every age, and every country,” and te eve 
particular perſon; . that all the 
ſhould be wrought over again &: And even this 
upon his principles, would not be ſufficient. 
For he lets us know more than once, ſchat in 
theſe caſes we are not to truſt our 'owtil 
ſight. He roundly aſſerteth, that 5% byery d 
<5; racle is an abſurdity to common ſenſe and 
cc underſt and contrary to all theo ub. 
* tributes of God” . And chat * pretended 
« cts aYhich ate contrary to nature can ha 
melee and that theſe facts can 
hot be admitted on any evidence,” becauſe 
. e ier Enten, du a 
_ *{.idence, w of no poſſible proof 
This point he hath e ee 
together, where he ſtrongly aſſerteth, for Ido 
nüt find that he bringeth any thing chat cün be 
properly called a pro- — $4 are-impoſ” 
| ſible: And he J 8 
to this, ſince if he could but have proved 
hee mig ht have ſaved Hemſolf+ the trouble — 
writing the reſt of his boo x F noi gie 
| WV! ky COT 34 1034 1. 14514 07 123307 ah 
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? here is Wee apt Pale; in LETTER, | 


this writer, which deſerves to have à particu- 


the account given by St. John of the pierci 
of Chriſt's ſide with a ſpear, and of Which = 


himſelf was an eye-witneſs, as a fiction, for no 


other reaſon, but becauſe the other evangeliſts 


ſide was not thus pierced, he might Not 68; 
really dead when be was put into (the, fepilcbre;y 
and then no wonder that he roſe:again u. Thus, 
it comes out, that he doubteth even of the: 
death of Jeſus, which neither Jeu hor Hes. 
thens ever doubted; of. Was there ever 4 
more obſtinate or unreaſonable incredulity ? He 
as well doubt, whether there ever was 
ſuch a perſon / as. Jeſus, or his apoſtles, or he- 
ther ever the Chriſtian religion was N 
ed in the world at all. And indeed, if; ke 


affirms; the reſurrection of Christ was che 1, 5 
inredible. Bary:that could be dbl, and thenewi-" 


dence; that was. given for it was the unf eu 
dence! Oe. . 4%. VE . he might have 


other, eaſes; t —— 
vad) circumſtanced, that ſuch à ſilly 


ble, as the 
ſtoty 


11 
* 
4 


would ev,r make its way in the world, ei- ; 
Jews or, Gentiles, | conſidering tho 


ther 
religion that was founded upon it was abſolute- 


y contrary to their moſt prevailing prejudices, 

and had no worldly advantages on its 8 84 de, but 
1 Reſurrection of Chriſt conſidered, p. 30. I Ibia p. 67. 

TS all 


N01 8 


do not mention it; he inſinuates, that if his 


peri hee dontiwanat 


= 1 


notice taken of it. After having treated =D | 


e he powers of the noch engaged: again! 
kk. it: That therefore it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that 
—— Chriſtianity made any progreſs at all in the fit 
ages, though there is no fact of which ve 
have fuller evidence. And then he would 
only have had one ſtep to advance farther, and 
which is indeed the natural conſequence of 

ty that is 2 — Jh there 

any 7 thing as the religion us, Or 

8 in the world that now profeſs it. Pan 
I ſhall conclude my remarks upon this uri. 
ter with obſerving, that the very | variations 
— — which he Prodncstit as 
ſo many contradictions y confirm the 
truth of the main facts. What he ſeemetb m 
inſiſt upon is, that every one of them fuld 
tell all the ſame facts, in the ſame order an 
manner, and with the ſame circumſtances 
neither mare nor leſs ;.: and that no Une of than 
ſhould mention any thing which is not related 
by all the reſt. And "+ thin, had done fo, 
then no doubt this would have r ee 
28 9 plain argument, that the whole 
erted fiction; and that to derive oo 
to. it, it was pretended to have been written 
and publiſhed by four different perſons. at diffc- 
rent times, whereas theſe four pretended hiſ- 

torians were really but one hiſtorian, or if they 

20 were different, they only tranſcribed one ano- 
ther. But as the caſe nom ſtands with the 
Fo evangeliſts, there is à harmony in the imain 
3} 1 and inthe aber of Chile diſcur 


ſes: 


— — — , FY 


= 2 


„ SFr's 5 


2 oo variety in the order and manner of =. 3 
their narration: Such a variety, as plainly ſhew- — | ' J 
eth theſe accounts to have been written by dif- MN 
ferent hiſtorians, not copied from one ano- 
ther; and that they did not write by concert, 
in which caſe they Las have been more care- 
ful to ſhun all appearance of contradiction. 
They write with an unaffected ſimpl ity, and 
with a confidence of truth, as becometh thoſe 
that were fully aſſured of what they felate. 
Each writeth —— he knew beſt, or what he 
thought propereſt to take notice of, and yet 
notwithſtanding the ſeeming variations in the 
ander of their narration, _ that ſome facts, 
or circumſtances of facts, are taken notice of 
by ſome of them which are not mentioned by 
others, it will be found, if ene examin- 
ed, that there is no contradiction 
them, and that their accounts may be fairly 
reconciled. And it is to be hoped- that this 
exp ther e e 


it;/fince though his Fo toy and. prejudice is 
very apparent, and though it is plain, that he 
t to examine *. — — not — 
/ impartial, and diſpaſſionate temper” 

mind, but with a - reſolution, if poſſible, to 
find out abſurdities and contradictions in 5 
yet he has not been able to make good: — 4 
yn: Wee dam IO are N 
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1 gl condiſtent, and that their Ang Segen 
xr on admit of a juſt reconeiliatio : 4: 
— I hive been carried farther than I at arm in. 
tended in making obſervations upon 
pamphlet, which gives à true ſample of che 
deiſtical ſpirit, and may be regarded as one ef 
the boldeſt and openeſt attacks that was ever 
made upon that grand article of the'Chriftian 
faith the reſurrection of our Lord 
Chriſt. And I have been the larger abt: more 
_ particular in my remarks upon it; both becauſe 
of the importance of the ſubject, / vhich co 
oerneth the very foundation of our holy relig. 
on! and becauſe I thought it might-! beirbt 
uſe to take this occaſion to obviate ſome of ti 
moſt p Ei/t ns that have been urged 
at us 1am hat hath been here offered 

= | equally: ſerve to take off the force of thit 
platt of Mr. Cbubls poſthumous works which 
rclates to the ſame point, and which he hath 
very much laboure .. een oft ol 
t thougli this letter may lh already to 
have exceeded its due 15000 it will be ne⸗ 
ceeſſary, according to the method I have hither: 
d0õðũ purfued, — notice of the anſwers that 
© wereimade-to this book. Mr. Samut] Chandler, 
who had on ſome former occaſions appeared to 
great advantage in the defence of Chriſtia- 
nity,” publiſhed on this occaſion a valuable tres. 

tiſe, intitled, Te Witneſſes of the Reſurrettionsf 

| Pfefus re-examined, and their Teftimony proved it 
RL mi confiſtent, London, | 1744 It is divided 


2 into 


r 


mY age Fe ere flo "4 


angie chapters. In the firſt, it is ſhewn, oY 
ſufferings and glory of Chriſt were XL, 
foretold: by the ancient prophets. In the fe- Da 
cord, that Chriſt plainly foretold his own'ſuf- 
ferings and death, and reſurrection, to his own, 
diſciples. In the third, that he declared his. 
death and reſurrection publickly to the Jeu. 
In the fourth, it is proved, that the Jeiſh ru- 
lers and ' Phariſees procured a guard to be ſet on 
the ſepulchre of Jeſus; and a ſolid anſwer is 
returned to the author's objections againſt it. 
The fifth chapter relateth to the appearance of, 
the angels to the ſoldiers; the propriety of 
which is vindicated againſt his exceptions. The. 
ſixth chapter is concerning the appearances of 
the angels to the women * the reſurrection. 
The ſeventh treats of the ſeveral. appearances of 
Chriſt to the women and to his diſciples, and 
this author's charge of inconſiſtencies in the, 
evangelical accounts is diſtinctly conſidered. 
In the eighth chapter, Mr. Chandler coneludes 
with ſumming up the evidence for the reſur- 
reftion' of jeſus, which he hath! done N 
clearneſs and judgment. thy) 
. — the ſame time chere v was asd, an- 
ſwer pübliſhed by a learned and ingenious but 
anonymous author, which is intitled, The Evie 
dence: of the Reſurrection cleared, in anſwer to the 
Reſar roction of. Fefus confidered. © He follows the 
author of qd 3 cloſely, and ſhews. 
that he epreſents the arguments in 


05 rr 0% oY gray which he undertakes 


47s» 


* ar e. _ he vſcs the e 
3 2 worſe. The ip 5 which we have mentioned; 
I as Ar Mr. Chandler, l 

re writer, particularly 
clearly 3 that Chriſt foretold his ol 
and reſurraction, both to his on diſcip les and to 
the Jews. And the author's reaſoning andi tx. 
ceptions againſt the ſtory of ſetting the guard ani 
ſealing the ſtone, are ſhewnto be vain and ground- 
lefs. The accounts given by the evangeliſts uſ 
the appearances. of the angels to the women, and 
of Chriſt to them and to the diſciples, are dil 
tindtly»cconfidered, and the ſeeming variations, 
which the author pretends to be ſo many con- 
tradictions, are accounted for, though in a 
way ſomewhats different from Mr. Chanalu 
The ſolutions of theſe difficulties propolad iy 
each of theſe learned writers, are very. ingen: 
nious, and may ſuffice to obviate the charge 
of contradictions the author hath brought againſt | 
the evangeliſts; hut ſome of them are -judged 
not to be quite ſo clear and natural, as"thole 
afterwards given hy Mr. Weſt. This anbay: 
mous writer concludes with à diſtinct examina 
tion of what the author of ibe Ręſurrectem of 
Feſus confidered, had offered againſt miracles in 
general. He hath clearly and judiciouſly ex- 
poſed the. weakneſs and fallacy of thoſe-rea- 
ſonings, whereby that author pretended 20 
prove, that miracles are im polſible both ina 
Phyſical and moral ſenſe; 3 they are con- 
1 4 God 85 immutability; 3 that Tobey Gate 
* * 


tly needleſs, and aber no 'raluble nd er 
Lale e once 
they would be always neceſſary 
There was another book. N * 
iſhed, which was alſo occaſioned by 7he' Re- 
iwreffion of Feſus confidered, and which parti+ 
cularly engaged the attention of the public, 
both by its own excellence, and becauſe the 
author 2 it was a Lay-man. It is intitled, 
ruations an ibe Hiftory. and Noſurectia of Je. 
fu Crit, by Gilbert Weſt, Eſq, Lond; 1747. 
He very juſtly commends the two learn, 
ed and ingenious anſwers above - mentioned. 5 
5. containing a ſolid confutation of 1 
Objections againſt Chriſtianity - advanced by 
tha author 76. the Re Barr ies F Jes can 
ſkred; but declares himſelf + not to have 
been ſo fully ſatisfied with the manner of 
their clearing thei ſacred writers from the con- 
traditions chats ed upon them. This put him 
pb examining the Scriptures | themſelves} 
ad comparing the ſeveral accounts of theevan- 


geliſts with each other, which he hath done 
with great exactneſs. And the reſult of his In- 
quiries vras; that by carefully diſtinguiſhing the | 


In 


appearances. and events KR © 
the evangeliſts, ſeveral of which hath: been 
hitherto confounded, he hath happily removed: 
the difficulties and inconſiſtencies charged up- 
on them, and hath taken away the very foun- 
dation of the principal objections that have 
_ 8 3 e almoſt from the begin- 


2g | ng 


n Aer b. . 
. ning of Chriſtianity 10 this Yay 

"enter upon the particulars o 
—— 8 n 2 advantage a NOOK, 
I ſhall only obſerve, that he 1 8 ad; 
uſe of ſtrained and arbitrary ſuppoſitions, I 
ſuch as ſeem clearly. to ariſe from the 9 ts 
of the evan Sei d gal e b "ad. 
compared. TC e i 
By y comparing the feveral parts. of the hi 

tory together, he hath made it to apy car, 
the women came at different times 2 ec oy, 
pulchre, and in different companies, 


1 7 once, a8 many have 8 fe 7 7 
5 ich he reckons three : beſides . to e Ro- 


man ſoldiers, i. Ft the other Mary: ne . 
lome, to Mary Mag, dalene, to Joanns and, others; 
with: her; ur theſe ſeyet facts ve 


8 


l 


re in 

to the apacfles at di ferent. times, and. d th 
refit per ons ;..t at there. were two, diſtinct t 
pearances « es of F Chriſt hriſt CO. ti 
which \ Was to Hey ent ALONE 2 

6 bar the other hel ind Sal ome 3 tha p 
was twice at e ſepulchre, once 55 t 
after. the firſt feport Mary 4 e 
cerhing tlie hot 5.not being uk n 
pulchte, the ſecond time. after . he repo ( 
Janna, and the women with! er 4 h; 
pearng of the angels to them h: 
Chriſtian | writers, azeled 5 0 


© os 


Aten facts, and N n great CRETE 0 
"ON 


+ Las. i 


1 to the Mfidel. W than facts bes LETTER : 


Of 

Ae) diffingoiſhed, all the objeQions': N 

k & Yak rt of the Set Ms as pos: ger * 

2 nd Sancte, entirely vaniſh; and it 

an eth that the evangeliſts, inſtead of claſh-, 

Ai and diſag reeing, mutually confirm, illuſtrate, 

d nd ſupport each hers evidence. 

a T his learned gentleman | hath made excellent 

4 af . — reflections upon the ſeyeral in- 

t ches in the hiſtory of | the reſurrection, ah | 4 ; 

if 5 the order ih Khich they happened, and 

„as hich the ſeveral proofs of the wn en 

1 bog dere kid before the ap _ Fan N ut. 

7 fely ered! t ihe gradu: that 28. | 
il try" to be the'choſen Wienelles 0 che re. | 
„ rtetion''6f Jeſus, there” ws i great propfiety ty 

ni in the” {everal Reps that were "taken; to 723 > 

il them the 'hipheſt © con icio of i ie; © "There 18 jr 

e of 'witheſſes, a ſucceffion | of "miraculous 

1 See ue 55 d Halley! 

15 eq ally” and Jointly 'concugring ito _. 

1 wed dn and the Tbs fact. And Wheteas "I | 
d i don and unbelief, ſpoken of by the 


1 


y to! have conſiſted 


n Ar, tüm though they mit ht believe + 5 
1 at had appeared to thoſe who declared th 


had een him, LT they did not believe that de Ky 
ne Len to them with a real body,  there- f 
0 


ey fy 
Shdeſcerifion to their in, be 


e chem che fulleſt evidence of the e 


of his bod appearance. * 
35 * . The 


I der four heads, "1: The . en, ed by 45 
had ſeen him after he was 2 
| EE 15 
85 ment of the words he had ee 

| | while he Was yet with them, 2 The fi *. 


Moſes, and! in ths Pr | 
concerning him; of 


ime "am 0 


oy 1 4 1 Fr Dag ee 

Slim —— ap 0g 
„ that never was ther 
fully 7 proved. tha: the velarre 
8 8 —— | ip had 
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| zellen of 
Kind of proof that in the like ci 
- mnol-ſerwpulous: ould demands or che 1 
Quo s 1magine. - DD Tiagq7 3 rom 
Having cond dered-the'-proof6-of the reduc 
tection of Jeſus Chriſt, as they were flat 
fore. the apoſtles, he ds to oonſider (or 
of And arguments ae induce/u8-atwh 
liſtance 3 helieve that 
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tures, and the exiſtence of the C ariftian relig 

With regard to the former, ihe/ſh metipils oa” 
the apoſtles and evangeliſts had che two qu. 
mies neceſſary to eſtabliſh the credit of a wit thy 


neſs, 


3-8. 


Umony is tranſtnitted 5 
8 — ot 


betet . internal marks "of "this vera 


„ 
4 
by 
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ye the external provis' adidas 
rei and inſpiration; Epe tally mrs Exit 
af —— yrs woohegian: 
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The, — — 


e drawn to one point of view, for t ze 
uſe of thoſe who: will not attend to a l 
ſcries of argument. The deſign is to thew, 
that the converſion and ;apoſtleſhip, of St: P 

niidered, - is .of itſelf a 
Aeient to prove Chriſtianity to be a 
Line revelation; this deſign is very 
'executed; He - firſt, conſidereth., the accoupt 
— {himſelf hath given of the miraculqus 
anger of his conven ; 23 N 


- 


« 


f 


poſtor,: who faidywhat: — „ 
em übern to deceive; or he was an en- 
thuſlaft, who by the force of an or 
imagination i led on himſelf 3 Or, be was 
deceed the fraud of others; or 
that he declared to be the. de, G, 
and to have happened in -conſe- 


1 17 


73 
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Vie; 


C18, * that the re, "Gor ee be 18 


tion 


ee of ity did all A” An ;-and- . . 
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"4 


pwn ny gabi — it n — 4 * 

| ſugceſs hy the means we know-he e 
Wick equal evidence he ſheweth that St. F 

> we — thatihd bad n tt: theſe 


To — al ogra ent only:owin 
the trength: of his own. Jimoginations w of 
there was in reality BO Sah Shang! 4 all n 0 
A, "FS got af dis: ſenſes... „And ahenotit as; abſolyight 
5 . unpatſhbleo account, how ſuch a di 
” ,, Githufialt- and madman could make fuchiq 
pPragreſs, as we know: he did, in..\cenverting 
the Gemile world. He next proceeds to thaw 


tht: gt. Paul was not deceived; hy the fd 
. ethers + Af: the; diſciples; of Chriſi h 


agen YOu: ſo W 6 a: _ en baba 


N re, or Ben — — 4 e ie bel, 
th; that what he related to have been 
the claſs of his converſion, and to have 
happened in conſequence of it, did all really 
and therefore the Chriſtian religion 
1 divine revelations? "He - coneludeth | 


te free will ef 'man; "Which! Mr. Lark ownis 
he could not do, though he acknowledged 
both, the creation of Hy world in time, E 
nal production of it. And yet no 
ſeman; becauſe” of theſe difficulties would 
2the bein the: attributes, or the Vis 
— f God. o 11% FH . 1 
But it 18 time to conclude this üg epiſtle; | 
ind here 1 intended, as you know, to have 
cloſed: m gccouõt of the Deiſtical Writers) 
4 71; 3:17 Bog oo But 
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, fpeciows profeſſions, and the advantages _ 
character be gives of his own writmgs. He 
doth not allow 4 particular providence, or Py or that 
pro o God is 3 duty. His uncertainty = 
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